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Worksheet: 

Prompts for Fiction Writing 

Use this worksheet to gather fiction book writing prompts. Add your own prompts at the end 
 
BOOK AUTHORING PROMPTS 

1. The Book Outline Architect Prompt 
Purpose: Generate a clear, high-impact outline that becomes your writing roadmap. 
Prompt: 

"Act as a bestselling author and book strategist. Create a detailed chapter-by-chapter outline for a book titled '[Working Title]'. The topic is [brief description]. The tone 
should be [e.g., inspirational, suspenseful, professional, casual]. Each chapter should have a compelling title and a short description of what will be covered or happen." 

 
Works for both nonfiction and fiction 
Saves weeks of planning time 
Generates momentum fast 
 
2. The Book Concept Discovery Prompt 
Purpose: Brainstorm powerful book ideas with commercial potential. 
Prompt: 

"Based on current trends, bestselling books, and proven hooks, give me 10 compelling book ideas for [target audience]. Include a working title, genre, and 2–3 sentence 
synopsis for each one. Focus on ideas that have viral potential, emotional impact, or strong commercial appeal." 

 
Ideal for writers who want to stand out 
Taps into market insight + creativity 
Helps select high-ROI book ideas 
 

3. The Chapter Deep-Dive Prompt 
Purpose: Flesh out a rough chapter idea into full content, scene, or teaching structure. 
Prompt: 

"Expand Chapter [# or title] of my book '[Book Title]'. The chapter is about [topic, lesson, or plot point]. Create a detailed breakdown of what should be included: 
section headings, narrative elements, emotional beats (if fiction), or teaching flow (if nonfiction). Include optional quotes, examples, or dialogue." 

 
Keeps chapters rich and structured 
Helps avoid shallow or rushed content 
Great for co-creating content with AI 
 

4. The Voice & Style Alignment Prompt 
Purpose: Lock in the exact tone, voice, and style you want to write in. 
Prompt: 

"Write a 500-word sample of a book introduction for a [genre] book titled '[Book Title]' written in the style of [Author/Influence] and for an audience of [target readers]. 
The tone should be [e.g., witty, inspiring, dark, conversational, elegant, etc.]." 

 
Helps define your unique voice 
Allows side-by-side comparison of styles 
Sets the tone for the entire project 
 

5. The Writer's Block Buster Prompt 
Purpose: Instantly overcome blank page syndrome and keep the writing flow alive. 
Prompt: 
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"I’m stuck writing a section of my book about [brief description]. Give me 3 different ways to continue the narrative or argument. One should be 
dramatic, one should be surprising, and one should be simple and clear. Include transitions to keep the momentum going." 

 
Great for mid-draft fatigue 
Gives instant creativity injections 
Keeps structure flowing 
 
6. The Character Development Deep-Dive Prompt 
Purpose: Build rich, three-dimensional characters your readers will care about. 
Prompt: 

"Act as a master character designer for fiction. Create a complete character profile for a major character in my novel. The character’s name is [Name]. The genre is 
[genre]. The role is [protagonist, antagonist, love interest, mentor, etc.]. Include backstory, physical description, key personality traits, strengths, flaws, inner conflicts, 
motivations, goals, secrets, and a short character arc summary." 

 
Builds layered, believable characters 
Reveals internal conflicts and emotional stakes 
Supports consistent character behavior across story 
 
7. The Worldbuilding Architect Prompt 
Purpose: Design immersive, believable worlds that enhance the reader’s experience. 
Prompt: 

"Act as a professional worldbuilder for a [genre] novel. Help me create the setting where my story takes place. The world is called [World Name] and it includes [brief 
notes if any]. Describe geography, climate, politics, economy, history, technology/magic level, key locations, societal norms, conflicts, and potential plot-driving elements." 

 
Creates rich, believable story settings 
Sparks subplots and conflict opportunities 
Immerses readers in vivid environments 
 
8. The Scene & Conflict Generator Prompt 
Purpose: Build powerful scenes that advance plot and deepen tension. 
Prompt: 

"Help me create a dynamic scene for my fiction novel. The characters involved are [Character Names]. The scene takes place in [Location]. The emotional tone is [tense, 
romantic, suspenseful, tragic, etc.]. The purpose of the scene is to [advance plot point or reveal character issue]. Provide a scene summary, key dialogue moments, emotional 
beats, sensory details, and optional surprise twists." 

 
Generates page-turning moments 
Balances plot movement and emotional resonance 
Fills in difficult or stuck scenes with fresh ideas 
 
9. The Plot Twist Invention Prompt 
Purpose: Create memorable twists that elevate the story's tension and reader investment. 
Prompt: 

"Based on my novel’s current storyline [brief plot summary], generate 3 highly creative plot twist options that could occur at this stage of the book. Include one shocking 
twist, one emotionally charged twist, and one subtle but impactful twist. Explain how each would affect character arcs and future plot events." 

 
Keeps readers guessing 
Helps avoid predictable storylines 
Provides rich options for elevating stakes 
 
10. The Emotional Payoff Prompt 
Purpose: Strengthen the emotional highs and lows of key moments. 
Prompt: 

"For the scene where [describe key event or conflict], create 3 variations that maximize emotional impact on readers. Include character emotions, sensory cues, internal 
dialogue, and reader takeaway. One should amplify joy, one should amplify heartbreak, and one should amplify suspense." 

 
Delivers powerful emotional experiences 
Helps shape unforgettable moments 
Guides readers through emotional journey 
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11. The Antagonist Construction Prompt 
Purpose: Craft compelling villains or opposing forces. 
Prompt: 

"Help me build a highly developed antagonist for my [genre] novel. The antagonist’s name is [Name]. Describe their backstory, motivations, personal philosophy, 
strengths, weaknesses, relationship to the protagonist, and how they challenge the hero’s goals. Include what makes them believable and possibly even sympathetic." 

 
Prevents one-dimensional villains 
Adds complexity to the conflict 
Creates memorable, believable threats 
 
12. The Symbolism & Theme Injection Prompt 
Purpose: Layer deeper meaning into your story. 
Prompt: 

"Act as a literary development coach. My novel’s primary theme is [Theme]. Suggest ways to incorporate symbolism, recurring motifs, objects, locations, or imagery that 
reinforce this theme throughout the story. Include 3–5 symbolic elements and where they might appear." 

 
Adds literary depth 
Strengthens story cohesion 
Creates richer reader experience 
 
13. The Prologue Creator Prompt 
Purpose: Generate a captivating prologue that hooks readers instantly. 
Prompt: 

"Create a powerful prologue for my fiction novel titled '[Book Title]'. The genre is [genre]. The tone is [tone]. The prologue should introduce intrigue, raise immediate 
questions, and foreshadow key conflicts. Keep it under 1,000 words but emotionally gripping." 

 
Grabs attention on page 1 
Creates mystery and curiosity 
Sets tone and stakes immediately 
 
14. The Inciting Incident Generator Prompt 
Purpose: Create a catalytic event that kicks off the main plot. 
Prompt: 

"Design an inciting incident for my novel '[Book Title]'. The protagonist is [Character Name]. The world is [brief world description]. Generate 3 options for powerful 
inciting incidents that force the protagonist into action and set the story in motion." 

 
Launches story momentum 
Forces character engagement 
Raises initial stakes 
 
15. The Hero’s Journey Map Prompt 
Purpose: Outline the full Hero’s Journey for character development and plot structure. 
Prompt: 

"Map out the full Hero’s Journey structure for my protagonist [Character Name] in my novel '[Book Title]'. The genre is [genre]. Include all 12 stages with specific scene 
ideas, emotional arcs, and stakes for each phase." 

 
Builds satisfying narrative arcs 
Creates familiar but fresh structure 
Ensures strong pacing throughout 
 
16. The Internal Conflict Excavator Prompt 
Purpose: Reveal deep, unresolved emotional conflicts that drive the character. 
Prompt: 

"Analyze my protagonist [Character Name] and generate 3 internal conflicts that can drive tension throughout the novel. Include possible roots of these conflicts and ways 
they might be tested and evolve." 

 
Deepens emotional stakes 
Fuels believable character actions 
Creates tension readers connect with 
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17. The Dialogue Enhancer Prompt 
Purpose: Create authentic, memorable dialogue exchanges. 
Prompt: 

"Generate a dialogue exchange between [Character A] and [Character B] during [describe scene or conflict]. The tone is [tone]. Include subtext, emotional tension, 
natural pacing, and unique character voice." 

 
Builds dynamic character interactions 
Avoids robotic or flat dialogue 
Adds personality and realism 
 
18. The Unexpected Ally Prompt 
Purpose: Introduce surprising alliances that add complexity. 
Prompt: 

"Suggest 3 possible unexpected allies or mentor characters who could assist my protagonist [Character Name]. Explain their motives, what they offer, and possible hidden 
agendas." 

 
Introduces layered relationships 
Fuels plot twists and tension 
Adds depth to supporting cast 
 
19. The World History Backstory Prompt 
Purpose: Build rich historical context for your story’s world. 
Prompt: 

"Create a brief historical timeline for my fictional world '[World Name]'. Include major events, wars, discoveries, political shifts, and cultural developments that shape the 
present-day story." 

 
Grounds world in believable history 
Adds depth to conflicts and cultures 
Sparks side plots and hidden truths 
 
20. The Romance Subplot Builder Prompt 
Purpose: Develop compelling romantic threads inside the larger plot. 
Prompt: 

"Design a romance subplot between [Character A] and [Character B] within my novel '[Book Title]'. Describe how they meet, key relationship obstacles, emotional 
beats, tension points, and ultimate resolution." 

 
Adds emotional layering 
Attracts wider audience 
Balances tension with tenderness 
 
21. The Flashback Constructor Prompt 
Purpose: Create powerful flashbacks that reveal key backstory organically. 
Prompt: 

"Develop 3 flashback scenes for my protagonist [Character Name] that reveal important backstory and emotional scars. Include what triggers each flashback, the memory 
content, and how it affects the current scene." 

 
Reveals key backstory at perfect moments 
Builds empathy for characters 
Fuels reader curiosity 
 
22. The Antagonist's Master Plan Prompt 
Purpose: Build believable and dangerous enemy strategies. 
Prompt: 

"Detail the master plan of my antagonist [Antagonist Name]. Describe their goals, motivations, resources, obstacles, timeline, and how their plan could succeed or fail." 
 
Creates strong opposition 
Fuels rising tension 
Supports high-stakes conflict 
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23. The Midpoint Reversal Prompt 
Purpose: Introduce a major plot shift at the story’s center. 
Prompt: 

"Generate 3 options for a midpoint reversal in my novel '[Book Title]'. The genre is [genre]. Each option should flip expectations, raise stakes, or reveal a shocking truth 
that changes the direction of the story." 

 
Keeps pacing fresh 
Forces character growth 
Keeps readers deeply invested 
 
24. The Multi-POV Structuring Prompt 
Purpose: Build stories with multiple compelling viewpoints. 
Prompt: 

"Design a multi-point-of-view structure for my novel '[Book Title]'. Include 3–5 character POVs. For each, describe their role, arc, conflicts, and how their perspective 
enhances the overall story." 

 
Allows richer, layered storytelling 
Adds complexity and suspense 
Builds reader intimacy with multiple characters 
 
25. The Sensory Immersion Prompt 
Purpose: Enhance scene realism through vivid sensory details. 
Prompt: 

"Describe a [scene type: battle, romance, escape, etc.] in my novel '[Book Title]' using all five senses: sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. Make the reader feel fully 
immersed in the environment." 

 
Creates unforgettable moments 
Deepens reader immersion 
Strengthens emotional connection 
 
26. The Power Structure Builder Prompt 
Purpose: Build political, economic, or magical power hierarchies. 
Prompt: 

"Create a detailed power structure for my fictional world '[World Name]'. Include political factions, ruling classes, rebel groups, economic forces, or magical orders that 
drive conflict." 

 
Fuels plot tension 
Adds world complexity 
Opens doors for future books 
 
27. The Artifact of Power Prompt 
Purpose: Invent meaningful objects that drive plot and mystery. 
Prompt: 

"Create a mysterious artifact for my novel '[Book Title]'. Describe its origin, appearance, abilities, limitations, and how it drives the conflict or reveals hidden truths." 
 
Adds mystery and intrigue 
Becomes central to plot twists 
Drives mythology and world-building 
 
28. The Stakes Amplifier Prompt 
Purpose: Raise the emotional and practical consequences of failure. 
Prompt: 

"Identify ways to raise the stakes for my protagonist [Character Name]. Suggest 3 options that increase personal, emotional, political, or global consequences if they fail." 
 
Keeps tension high 
Forces reader investment 
Pushes protagonist’s limits 
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29. The Cliffhanger Engineer Prompt 
Purpose: Craft chapter endings that keep readers turning pages. 
Prompt: 

"Write 3 cliffhanger options for the end of Chapter [#] in my novel '[Book Title]'. Make each one escalate tension, introduce new danger, or reveal shocking 
information." 

 
Drives binge reading 
Builds momentum between chapters 
Increases book’s page-turn factor 
 
30. The Series Expansion Prompt 
Purpose: Lay groundwork for sequels and long-term franchise potential. 
Prompt: 

"Suggest 3 ways my novel '[Book Title]' could naturally evolve into a series. Identify long arcs, unresolved conflicts, world expansion, or character journeys that leave room 
for future books." 

 
Builds intellectual property value 
Encourages returning readership 
Sets up multi-book arcs 
 
31. The Moral Dilemma Prompt 
Purpose: Add depth by forcing characters into impossible choices. 
Prompt: 

"Develop 3 moral dilemmas for my protagonist [Character Name]. Each should force them to choose between two painful options, revealing their values and creating long-
term consequences." 

 
Builds emotional weight 
Sparks philosophical reflection 
Generates lasting reader impact 
 
Your Custom Prompts 
 
Prompt Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Prompt Name: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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